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General information  

Full name The Republic of Namibia 

Population 2.1 million (UN, 2012) 

Capital Windhoek 

Population density in 2012 (per square kilometre)  2.7 

Major languages 
English (official), Afrikaans, German, Oshivambo, 

Herero, Nama 

Major religion Christianity (80-90%) 

Life expectancy 62 years (men), 63 years (women) (UN) 

Main exports 
Diamonds, copper, gold, zinc, lead, uranium, 

livestock and beef 

Natural resources 

Diamonds, copper, uranium, gold, silver, lead, 

tin, lithium, cadmium, tungsten, zinc, salt, 

hydropower, fish, suspected deposits of oil, coal, 

and iron ore 

GNI per capita US $4,700 (World Bank, 2011) 

GDP per capita US $5,668 (UN, 2015) 

GDP growth rate ~ 5 per cent 

Import from NL Circa US$ 1 billion (1.6% of total imports) 

Introduction ____________________________________  

Namibia, a large and sparsely populated country on Africa's south-west coast, has enjoyed stability 

since gaining independence in 1990 after a long struggle against rule by South Africa. Namibians 

achieved independence in 1990 after a bush war of almost 25 years. Inter-racial reconciliation 

encouraged the country's white people to remain and they still play a major role in farming and other 

economic sectors. Like its neighbours, Namibia's wellbeing is being threatened by the HIV/Aids 

epidemic, which is estimated to affect 25% of Namibians. Roll-out of ARVs seems to have stabilized 

the prevalence rate and drastically reduced the mortality rate. HIV/Aids is becoming more of a chronic 

disease with associated costs for the healthcare system. 

The economy is heavily dependent on the extraction and processing of minerals for export. Mining 

accounts for 11.5% of GDP, but provides more than 50% of foreign exchange earnings. Rich alluvial 

diamond deposits make Namibia a primary source for gem-quality diamonds. Marine diamond mining 

is becoming increasingly important as the terrestrial diamond supply has dwindled. Namibia is the 

world's fourth-largest producer of uranium. It also produces large quantities of zinc and is a small 

producer of gold and other minerals. The mining and quarrying sectors employ only about 1.8% of the 

population. Namibia normally imports about 50% of its cereal requirements, but there is an import 

ban during certain periods of the year on certain cereals to protect local pearl millet farmers. In 
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drought years food shortages are a major problem in rural areas. Usually drought relief by the 

government is adequate though. A high per capita GDP, relative to the region, hides one of the world's 

most unequal income distributions, as shown by Namibia's 59.7 GINI coefficient. The Namibian 

economy is closely linked to South Africa with the Namibian dollar pegged one-to-one to the South 

African rand. Namibia receives 30%-40% of its revenues from the Southern African Customs Union 

(SACU). Volatility in the size of Namibia's annual SACU allotment complicates budget planning. It’s 

worth noting the revenue formula is being renegotiated. Namibia's economy remains vulnerable to 

volatility in the price of uranium and other commodities. The rising cost of mining diamonds, 

increasingly from the sea, has reduced profit margins. Namibian authorities recognize these issues 

and have emphasized the need to increase higher value raw materials, manufacturing, and services, 

especially in the logistics and transportation sectors.1 

The structure of production and trade has remained essentially unchanged over the past two decades. 

The services sector has accounted for 55–60% of total GDP since 1990 and shows a slight growth. 

Mining, livestock rearing, fishing, metallurgy, and food processing have been mainstays of the 

economy, with construction growing rapidly in recent years (over 20% last year). Metals and minerals 

provide the majority of export revenue, followed by fish, tourism, livestock, logistics services, Africa’s 

best beer, beef, and grapes. Labor-intensive manufacturing has not taken root in Namibia. 

Agriculture (millet, sorghum, peanuts, grapes; livestock; fish) is the largest form of employment, 

accounting for 27% of jobs (and up to 70% of the population directly or indirectly), and the national 

government is the largest employer, employing 12% of all workers (NSA, 2013 data). The informal 

sector remains large in Namibia. The major source of income for more than 40% of households is 

subsistence agriculture, a social grant, or other source outside of formal sector employment (NHIES 

2009/10). Labor force participation is relatively low at 62%.2 Official unemployment sits at 28%. 

                                              

1 The World Factbook. Washington, DC: Central Intelligence Agency, 2014 

2 The World Bank. 2015 
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Namibia’s economy grew by 5 per cent in 2013 and by 6.2% 2014. The primary sector 

showed a rather weak performance affected by low uranium prices and subsequently a drop 

in output. The secondary sector benefitted from strong growth of the construction sector of 

above 30 per cent in both quarters, while growth in the tertiary sector was driven by the 

wholesale and retail trade sectors. Growth prospects for 2015 are even more elevated 

because new mines will commence operations and increase their output, such as the Husab 

uranium mine, Otjikoto gold mine and Tschudi copper mine. The construction sector will 

continue to show robust growth due to the ongoing expansion of the Walvis Bay harbour 

and other ongoing projects as well as the planned commencement of the new SADC 

Gateway harbour north of the town that was brought forward to 2015. On the other hand, 

the expected start of the Kudu Gas project is in limbo after the withdrawal of two partners 

and concerns about its economic viability. However, Namibia allocated some billions to 

Nampower and Namcor in the budget for these specific goals and announced it will give 

guarantees.4 

 

                                              

3 The World Factbook. Washington, DC: Central Intelligence Agency, 2014 

4 Economy Watch Namibia – December 2014, IPPR 
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5 UN comtrade & UN ServiceTrade, 2010 
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Development Challenges6 __________________________  

Although Namibia has enjoyed economic growth and prudent macroeconomic policies, these have not 

generated the jobs needed to overcome the inequitable distributions of income, assets (notably land), 

and raise living standards in rural areas and among the urban poor. At the top of the governments 

agenda is bringing down the very high unemployment rate. Growth industries generate few new jobs. 

At the same time, there is a shortage and a correspondingly high salary premium for skilled labor, 

resulting from generally poor outcomes of the educational system and restrictive immigration policies. 

Similarly, despite a decline in the total HIV prevalence rates, new HIV infections remain a serious 

concern (UNAIDS data). Namibia also has one of the highest tuberculosis incidence rates in the world 

at 655 per 100,000 people (WHO, 2012 data). Child under-nutrition, is surprising prevalent in 

Namibia. Stunting is high at 24% of children under five, the share higher in poor households 

(Demographic and Health Survey 2013). The maternal mortality rate has almost doubled since 2000 

and is at 200 deaths per 100 000 live births (Unicef, 2008). 

The country is fast approaching a serious crisis in energy, though not of the level of RSA, Zimbabwe or 

other countries.  Electricity demand has been growing rapidly, pushed by urbanization and the mining 

sector. Long-term agreements with RSA to purchase electricity at favorable rates are expiring. 

Meanwhile, the country has built no significant new generation capacity since independence. 

Wholesale electricity prices have risen by double-digit rates in each of the past several years. 

All major production sectors—mining, tourism, livestock and meat production, and fisheries—are 

vulnerable to external economic and ecological shocks. Foreign demand in each industry is cyclical, 

seasonal, or unpredictable, with downstream effects for employment, income, and government 

revenue. All face risks from climate change and/or other countries’ policies to address climate change. 

The country has suffered from severe flooding during the past three rainy seasons, following a period 

of annual droughts. 

Finally, the government has expressed concerns that its fiscal position faces long-term risks that must 

be addressed in the coming years. In addition to the factors already listed, Namibia’s receipts from 

Southern African Customs Union (SACU) revenue pool, which will make up almost 35% of government 

revenue, and over 13% of Namibian GDP in FY2014/15, are expected to decline over time. Personnel 

costs are forecast to reach 16% of GDP in the coming year (Ministry of Finance, 2014). The Ministry of 

Finance is taking steps to contain the growth of total spending and increase revenue, notably by 

increasing taxes on the mining sector and closing various tax loopholes. Worrying is that debt will 

                                              

6 The World Bank. 2015 
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rise to 31% of GDP: while internationally low, Namibia’s economy is not necessarily 

diversified enough to be well equipped to deal with external shocks.  

In July 2012, the Fourth National Development Plan (NDP4) was launched, which will guide policies 

through 2017. Economic growth, job creation, and increased income equality are the three 

overarching objectives of NDP4. It proposes to achieve these objectives through industrial policies to 

stimulate growth in tourism, regional trade logistics, agriculture and manufacturing (primarily through 

greater processing of primary commodities). Reducing extreme poverty and improving education, 

health, infrastructure, and the business environment enter into NDP4 as “basic enablers” that support 

the economic priorities.  
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2015 (Government) Budget statement ________________  

The 2015 budget statement gives a good overview of the government’s focus regarding expenditure. 

It also indicates direct opportunities to ‘find the money’ in terms of allocated governmental budget. 

The general policy is aimed towards inclusive growth, reduce poverty, improve social welfare, the 

achievement of prosperity and wealth creation. 

The 2015 Budget Statement mentions budgetary allocations made under the operational budget for 

targeted transfers to State-owned Enterprises for investment in strategic infrastructure projects such 

as the Kudu Gas-to-Power project, railway and road network rehabilitation, Walvis Bay Port expansion 

and the Mass Housing flagship projects.  

In the budget, a total of N$34.41 billion, or 15.7 percent of non-interest expenditure is allocated to 

the economic and infrastructure sectors to stimulate growth and enhance the competitiveness of the 

economy through developing a robust transport and logistics sector.  

These allocations will cater for growth-enhancing infrastructure in the logistics and energy sector as 

well continued interventions in the agricultural sector to boost national food security. Railway and 

roads rehabilitation, the expansion of the Port of Walvis Bay and the Kudu Gas-to-Power Project, are 

the flagship projects over the Medium Term Expenditure Framework (MTEF). The following key project 

financing allocations are made: 

• N$4.93 billion over the MTEF to support the balance sheets of Nampower and Namcor for the 

Kudu Gas-to-Power Project. In addition, the State will provide a guarantee for the financing 

that will be sourced outside the budget, 

• N$1.25 billion over the MTEF for Mass Housing Project. In addition, Government will issue a 

sovereign guarantee to the tune of N$2 billion for NHE to access funding for this vital project, 

• N$3.27 billion over the MTEF for the roads projects, in addition to N$1.7 billion to be raised by 

the Road Fund Administration, and 

• N$945.84 million for railway projects, with funding outside the scope of the State Revenue 

Fund to the tune of N$3.79 billion over the MTEF. 

• N$7.75 billion is allocated to the Agricultural Sector to cater for, among others, the Green 

Scheme programme and other interventions in the sector over the MTEF. 
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Opportunities for Transport and Logistics ______________  

 Ports 

Walvis Bay has the ambition of becoming the gateway of southern Africa, and a regional hub. Main 

operators are Namport and Walvis Bay Corridor Group (WBCG). The Consulate maintains a good 

relationship with Elzevir Gelderblom, Port Engineer at Namport, and Johny Smith, CEO of WBCG. 

Besides construction of the port, a smooth transition at the border with minimal delays is one of the 

main challenges. The Walvis Bay developments are executed in multiple phases: 

Phase 1: is the building of a container terminal, which was awarded to the China Harbour Engineering 

Company (CHEC). There are still opportunities for Dutch companies, especially for the supply of 

equipment for the terminal (e.g. Stork). 

Phase 2: is the build of a liquid fuel terminal and storage capacity, which is awarded to CHEC once 

more and the state-owned Road Construction Company and a BEE. In the further development of the 

terminal, there might be opportunities for companies like Vopak. 

Phase 3+4: is still on the drawing board and is expected to go to tender in the upcoming 1-2 years. 

There are several opportunities for dredgers and civil engineers. BAM has shown interest and visited 

Namibia. Other suitable companies might be Boskalis and Van Oord. 

Namport is planning on becoming an oil industry servicing base. They recently received a few drilling 

platforms for repair and renovation. There has been on/off talk of a refinery as well. There might be 

several opportunities for Dutch companies in the offshore oil and gas industry in the further 

development of their services. 

The 2nd harbor of Namibia – Luderitz – is mainly used for the transport of lead, zinc and sulphur, but 

also for offshore drilling activities, the diamond industry and fishery. The harbor recently expanded, 

and might be further developed. 

Namport has announced a total investment of N$60 trillion into the country’s marine transport 

infrastructure in its first development projects report for the year. Notably, this does not include the 

cost in the infrastructure projects relating to port developments, especially the Trans-Kalahari railway 

now being planned. A major development they announced includes the construction of a new port for 

SADC commencing this month. Other developments include a new oil port for Walvis Bay, waterfront 

development and marina, expanding the port in Luderitz, construction of new deep sea port etc., all in 

line with their strategy. 

The Walvis Bay Corridor Group (WBCG), together with the National Planning Commission (NPC) 

recently held a workshop to discuss the final report outlining the roadmap for Namibia’s envisaged 

Logistics Hub with stakeholders. The draft report, titled ‘The Project on Master Plan for Development 
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of an International Logistics Hub for SADC Countries in the Republic of Namibia’ provides a detailed 

future image of the envisaged logistics and distribution hub in Namibia. The proceedings of this report 

are of high value as they indicate future policy and development planning. It is yet to be published. 

Finally, WBCG would like Dutch shipping companies (e.g. Nedlloyd) to call in at Walvis Bay for 

transshipment. The Consulate/Embassy could facilitate in setting up the contact. 

 Airports 

The Namibia Airports Company (NAC) is planning to expand their major airports: Hosea Kutako 

International Airport (Windhoek) and possibly Walvis Bay Airport. Previous expansion was awarded to 

the Spanish and was financed by Spanish development aid. It is worthwhile to monitor these 

developments since several Dutch firms are specialised in airport development, e.g. Netherlands 

Aerospace Group (NAG). Air Namibia is embarking on a turnaround strategy making it an interesting 

regional carrier for partnerships (which it has with for instance Emirates). 

 Railway 

TransNamib is the leading state-owned enterprise. Its strategy is focused towards the shift from truck- 

and railbased transport towards railbased transport only. The primary commodities that are being 

transported are fuel, sulphuric acid, fluoride and cement. The track has proven to be highly unreliable, 

with many trains being derailed. Recently, there are many problems with the (newly) acquired 

Chinese locomotives. The old locomotives are currently being renovated. 

There is an established railway connection from Botswana to a little north of Walvis Bay at the 

Namibian coast, although it is not operational. The connection is mainly dedicated to coal export from 

There are several coal facilities on the Namibian side that leave a lot to be desired due to inferior 

quality. Agreements on the development of the railway corridor between the respective governments 

of Botswana and Namibia date back to 2010. However, implementation is delayed due to the lack of 

investors, which can be dedicated to the bad reputation of TransNamib. It is therefore questionable if 

TransNamib will be exploiting the connection in the future. The Trans Kalahari Railway (TKR) would be 

a new track as it needs specific gauge due the heaviness of the transport. There is a link from from 

Windhoek to the airport for jetfuel but even that one is problematic. 

Several opportunities may exist in the development of the railway infrastructure in Namibia. However, 

due to the continuous postponements, TransNamib’s bad reputation and the lack of investment, it is 

doubtful that opportunities arise in the near future. 
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Opportunities for Energy  __________________________  

Ever increasing energy prices, insufficient electricity supplies, and the dependency on foreign energy 

sources pose significant risks, not only to the Namibian people and economy, but even more so to the 

further development of the country. If Namibia is determined to achieve the development goals 

stipulated in the Vision 2030, new (sustainable) energy supplies are a necessary cornerstone 

underpinning that vision. Namibia is most generously endowed with natural resources required for 

(renewable) energy supplies, especially in regard to the resources from the sun, wind and biomass 

from invader bush. 

Renewables 

The Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Institute (REEEI) is the first entry point for renewable 

energy initiatives in Namibia. The institute serves as a national information resource base for 

renewable energy and sustainable energy use and management. It was officially launched in October 

2006 following the signing of a cooperation agreement between the Polytechnic and the Ministry of 

Mines and Energy (MME). The main sponsor of REEEI is the Government of the Republic of Namibia, 

by way of a grant through MME. 

The REEEI runs several projects in solar, water, wind and biomass in Namibia with multiple partners, 

including the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the Global Environment Facility (GEF), 

and several private partners. There is also proven involvement by the Finnish, Swedish and Austrian 

representations in Namibia. 

There are opportunities for some (small) projects. The Dutch DNV GL is a partner to discuss possible 

involvement. 

 Kudu gas field 

The Kudu gas field is an offshore gas field in Namibia approximately 170 kilometres north-west from 

the city of Oranjemund. It is located in the Orange Sub-basin in 170 metres of water.7 Discovered in 

1974, the license has been held by a number of companies including Royal Dutch Shell, Chevron 

Texaco and Energy Africa. In 2004, Tullow Oil acquired Energy Africa for US$570 million and with its 

90% interest in the license. Later Tullow Oil sold 20% of the project to Itochu.8 The remaining 10% is 

held by Namibian state oil company Namcor. In 2007, shares of Tullow Oil declined by more than 

3.0% after the group announced that it had to abandon the Kudu-8 exploration well offshore Namibia 

and that a second well planned nearby won't be drilled. In 2010, Namcor and Russian gas company 

                                              

7 Tullow mulling options for Kudu gas. International Oil Letter (IHS Inc.) 25 (12). 2008 

8 Gazprom to Get Shares in Kudu. Namibian (AllAfrica). 2009 
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Gazprom agreed to establish a special purpose company to take a majority stake in the Kudu gas 

field.9 

Suggested development of the field has been for a subsea tie back which would potentially make it 

one of the world's longest. The tie back would connect it to an 800-megawatt power plant to be 

located near Oranjemund. The field would be crucial in meeting Namibia's growing energy demand, as 

the country is currently facing a power crisis. The commissioning of Kudu gas and the additional power 

capacity of 400 MW (half of the total capacity of 800 MW is determined to benefit Namibia) the 

looming power shortages could be prevented. 

The downstream power station still needs to be build. Potential opportunities will arise after two years 

at the minimum, and potential for Dutch companies is doubtful. Siemens is most likely going to supply 

gas turbines as a subcontractor of the Chinese firm that is building the power station. 

  

  

                                              

9 Gazprom signs up for Kudu. Upstream Online (NHST Media Group). 2010 
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Opportunities for Agriculture _______________________  

Agriculture in Namibia contributes around 7% of the GDP though 25% to 40% of Namibians depend 

on subsistence agriculture and herding. Primary products included livestock and meat products, crop 

farming and forestry.10 Only 2% of Namibia's land receives sufficient rainfall to grow crops. As all 

inland rivers are ephemeral, irrigation is only possible in the valleys of the border rivers Oranje, 

Kunene, and Okavango.11 

The government encourages local sourcing of agriculture products. Retailers of fruits, vegetables, and 

other crop products must purchase 30% (growing percentage) of their stock from local farmers. 

In the largely white-dominated commercial sector, agriculture consists primarily of livestock ranching. 

There are about 4,000 commercial farms in Namibia, 3,000 of which are owned by whites.12 It’s worth 

noting however that Namibia has peacefully transitioned millions of hectares from white to PDN. In 

that sense land reform is more successful than elsewhere.  

 Cattle raising is predominant in the central and northern regions, while karakul sheep and goat 

farming are concentrated in the more arid southern regions. Subsistence farming is mainly confined to 

the "communal lands" of the country's populous north, where roaming cattle herds are prevalent and 

the main crops are millet, sorghum, corn, and peanuts. Table grapes, grown mostly along the Orange 

River in the country's arid south, are becoming an increasingly important commercial crop and a 

significant employer of seasonal labor. 

On the latter subject, Dutch firms are involved in the cultivation and marketing of table grapes. 

However, they are currently in financial distress and fighting a case in court due to termination of the 

cooperation of the Namibian counterpart. Nevertheless, the potential remains high and opportunities 

do exist.  

In terms of agrologistics, prices of imported food products are relatively high compared to South 

Africa. This can be attributed to an inferior railway system and relative high costs for trucking. 

Quantities are too small for direct import, which makes indirect import through South Africa inevitable. 

 Fishery 

Namibia has one of the most productive fishing grounds in the world, based on the Benguela Current 

System, one of the four eastern boundary upwelling systems in the world (the others are off North – 

West Africa, off California and off Peru). These systems support rich populations of fish, which form 

the basis for the Namibian marine fisheries sector. 

                                              

10 http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/5472.htm 

11 Hoffmann, Jürgen. "Greening the Namibian Desert: An African Success Story". South African Institute of International Affairs. 

2011 

12 Weidlich, Brigitte. "Land ministry tests new farm acquisition model". The Namibian. 2010 
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Namibia‘s 200 nautical mile Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)’s commercial biomass contain about 20 

different species consisting primarily of small pelagic species (pilchard, anchovy, horse mackerel and 

mackerel) and lobster along the shallower onshore waters on the continental shelf, as well as large 

pelagic species including adult mackerel, demersal hake and other deep – sea species (monkfish, sole 

and crab) in the waters further offshore. 

Out of the 20 fish species commercially exploited in Namibia, eight species are regulated through TACs 

(Total Allowable Catch). Resources available in quantity for export are horse mackerel and hake. 

Namibian horse mackerel is the dominating species in terms of volume in the Namibian waters. It 

contains only three to eight percent body fat, it is both healthy and highly nutritional as well as a vital 

staple food source for many nations in the region. Hake products are of good quality and increasingly 

in demand in EU and other international market for the catering and retail markets. 

The orange roughy is another of Namibia’s marine resources. This fish, often referred to as the 

‘diamond of the sea’, is a rare, high-priced addition to Namibia’s exports in this sector. Only 

commercially exploited in 1994, Namibia has become the world’s second largest supplier of Orange 

roughy, however the catches of the species have been small in recent years.13 

Other marine exports include rock lobster; crab; oysters; monk; tuna; pilchards, seaweed, anchovy, 

redeye, snoek, sole, kingklip, panga, John dory, angelfish, shark, swordfish, kob, barbel, squid, 

cardinal fish, Cape guarnard, grenadier, Jacopever, chub mackerel, octopus and mullet. 

Main opportunities for Dutch companies are within the processing of fish and marketing of the 

products, especially for canning and adding value. A Dutch company from Urk is already active in 

marketing of fishery, more opportunities might exist. The Consulate maintains good contact with the 

Minister of Fishery. 

  

                                              

13 http://www.fao.org/fi/oldsite/FCP/en/nam/profile.htm 



 
16 

Opportunities for Healthcare ________________________  

Namibia faces a number of challenges providing health care to its citizens. The country has a dual 

system of public (serving 85% of the population) and private (15%) health care providers. Namibia 

has 343 hospitals and clinics, as well as 1,150 smaller service points. 14 

Health care facilities in the country are sophisticated but not always affordable to the poorer part of 

the population. Certain services like dialysis and organ transplantations are only available from private 

medical centres, putting them out of reach for the majority of Namibia's citizens. The situation got 

wide coverage in 2010 when Jackson Kaujeua, Namibian singer and liberation hero, died from renal 

failure15 after not being able to afford private medical care, and thus not being put on dialysis.16 

The capital Windhoek has cardiac theaters at two different hospitals, the Windhoek Central State 

Hospital and the Roman Catholic Hospital. Both units were opened in 2010 and 2011, respectively, 

and have been used to perform open-heart surgery, partly with the assistance of foreign personnel.17 

It has to be checked however if the cardiac unit is still operational. 

The two largest state hospitals are due for renovation and there are plans to build a new regional 

hospital. Opportunities exist for Philips or Royal Haskoning. 

  

                                              

14 Country Health System Fact Sheet. World Health Organisation. 2010 

15 Ekongo, John. Hamba kahle, Jackson Kaujeua. New Era. 2010 

16 Isaacs, Denver. False rumours about Kaujeua. The Namibian. 2010 

17 Smith, Jana-Mari. RC Hospital makes history. The Namibian. 2011 
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Conclusion/recommendation/way forward ____________  

Based on the outcome of this desk-research, several opportunities have been identified. The first step 

in building and strengthening the network in Namibia has been made by the CdP visit in March 2015, 

on the occasion of the inauguration of the newly elected president. This visit will be followed up by an 

identification mission by CdP/HEA to further expand the network, tentatively planned in July 2015. 

Furthermore, the HC will continue to strengthen his network by the means of introductory visits with 

significant stakeholders in the respective sectors.  

Transport & Logistics 

In terms of T+L, the developments in the Walvis Bay are of high interest and pose the most eminent 

opportunities for Dutch involvement. It is highly advisable to advance our efforts in promoting Dutch 

companies. Other representations (e.g. Japanese Embassy) are involved in for example round tables, 

strategic policy meetings of WBCG and the like. Latest (confirmed) developments include the new oil 

port for Walvis Bay and the development of a new deep-sea port. 

Apart from following publicly available news, the follow contacts are of key importance: 

- Elzevir Gelderblom - Port Engineer at Namport 

- Johny Smith CEO of WBCG 

- Siobhan Fox - SA Branch office WBCG - (+27 11 258 8912 or bdm@wbcg.co.za) 

- China Harbour Engineering Company (CHEC) 

A niche might exist in the further developments of the airports. Especially the upcoming mission of the 

Netherlands Aerospace Group, focussed on local airport development in Southern Africa, might be of 

specific interest. 

Furthermore, it is worthwhile to monitor developments in the Trans Khalahari Railway corridor. 

Currently on hold, but as soon as financial problems are dissolved, a whole spectrum of opportunities 

for Dutch companies opens up, especially in terms of knowledge export. 

Energy 

Further involvement in renewables on the other hand is worth exploring in cooperation with: 

- The Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Institute (REEEI) 

- DNV GL 

Involvement in the exploration of the Kudu gasfield can of interest since several investments still need 

to be made. Next to a new power station, other opportunities might exist in upgrading the currently 

inferior grid. Namcor would be the primary partner to discuss the next step forward. 
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Agriculture/horticulture/water 

Several opportunities might exist in relation to agriculture, and especially horticulture and water. Only 

2% of Namibia’s land receives sufficient rainfall to grow crops, so irrigation infrastructure related to 

the northern rivers might be of interest. Other opportunities exist in the marketing of prime beef and 

fish, and in the expansion of fish processing. 

Finally, minor opportunities exist in the Healthcare sector with regard to the renovation and building 

of hospitals.  
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Appendix _______________________________________  

Ease of doing business ranking (2014) 

 

 


